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This past week’s Parasha, Kedoshim, con-
tained a restatement of the essence of 
the Ten Commandments. This reading, 

coming halfway between Pesach and Sha-
vuot, helps us better prepare ourselves for 
the upcoming festival, the Zman Matan Tora-
teinu, the time of the giving of our Torah.

This week’s essay is on a booklet of 58 pag-
es that deals with the excellent commentary 
on the Ten Comandments by one of the least-
known of the classical commentators, Don 
Yitzchak Abravanel, entitled, “Abravanel’s 
World of Torah: A Structured Interpretation 
— Sinai Rules” translated by Zev Bar Eitan.
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“Don Yitzchak Abravanel (1437-1508) 
was born to an illustrious and erudite fam-
ily of court advisors in Portugal,” write Eitan. 
“A formidable scholar, he taught and sur-
rounded himself with a cadre of dedicated 
students. At this same time he arose profes-
sionally through the ranks to become one of 
Portugal’s, and later Spain’s, key and trusted 
financial advisors to royalty. Personal suc-
cess, comfort and security crashed abruptly 
when King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella 
unleashed the Inquisition. He was an eyewit-
ness and experienced the expulsion of 1492. 
After much travail he settled in Italy where 
he resumed his learned writings. He passed 
away in Venice in 1508.”

Eitan continues:

“Abravanel penned one of the greatest 
commentaries on the Bible. In addition, he 
wrote other important works including his 
Pesach Haggada and Pirkei Avot commen-
taries and an extensive critique on the Ram-
bam’s Guide to the Perplexed.”

“In essence, Abravanel’s writings are an 
educational foray par excellence into worlds 
of wisdom. This is, at least in part, due to 
the wealth of Jewish and Gentile sources he 
brings to bear. … When reading Abravanel in 
the original, one senses he has entered into 
the study of a true master and renowned au-
thority.”

In my reading of this commentary on the 
Ten Commandments by Abravanel, in Eng-
lish translation, I noted the non-literal style 
and use of terminology that give the text a 
modern context, leaving the reader with the 
distinct impression that this is interpretive.

I shared this impression with the author 
who responded to me as follows:

“Abarbanel is a major commentator and 
thinker, really unlike any other of the great 
Rishonim. From what I can tell, he’s essen-
tially unknown in the Orthodox world. While 
his name is famous and people might be able 
to rattle off a random sentence or two, his 
Tanach commentary is not studied and it’s 
never been translated in the way that Rashi, 
Ramban or others have been.

“My goal is to make Abravanel more ac-
cessible so that if someone reads my sefer, 
they will have an excellent understanding 
of his approach, ideas, comments, etc. Or, if 
someone wanted to learn him in the original, 
they could use my sefer as a companion to get 
them over the rough patches.

“This translation is a structured interpre-
tation. That means, that the content is really 

Abravanel but the language is contemporary. 
I’ve added graphics, tables, charts, bullet 
points with that in mind: Making Abravanel 
more cohesive and user-friendly.”

The openness of the author to my queries 
was refreshing and this attitude is reflected 
in his scholarship and approach to further 
enhance your appreciation of this teaching 
as we approach the Shavuot holiday com-
memorating the receiving of the Ten Com-
mandments at Mount Sinai.

With this in mind let me quote further 

from the author’s introduction:
“The Shulchan Aruch, quoting the Tal-

mud, strongly encourages Jews to actively
prepare for festivals by reviewing halachot
associated with the [holiday]. Of course,
preparation need not be limited to halacha.
… Turning to Shavuot, Jews are fortunate
that many related topics present themselves,
making for excellent Yom Tov aids and en-
hancers.”

Thus, this newly published excellent and
sophisticated commentary on the Ten Com-
mandments taken from the Abravanel’s com-
mentary on Sefer Shemot, Parashat Yitro,
will prove to be a most welcome added ad-
dition to your home and shul library. And, a
truly excellent prep for the Shavuot festival.

Another new work that will surely enhance
your preparation for Shavuot is a new study
on Ruth by Dr. Yael Ziegler of Herzog College
and Matan Jerusalem. The work is entitled,
“Ruth: From Alienation to Monarchy” (Mag-
gid Books). Hopefully, this work will be the
subject of an essay before Shavuot.

Also, coming around the time of Yosef
Mendelevich’s visit to our community last
Shabbat, a new book was released entitled,
“Open Up The Door: Memoirs of a Soviet
Jewry Activist” by Rabbi Avi Weiss (Toby
Press). Yosef’s legacy is given full play in this
work as well as that of the legendary Glenn
Richter whom Rabbi Weiss has so graciously
and rightfully dedicated this work. For those
of us who participated in the struggle to lib-
erate Jews from Marxist Communist tyranny,
this book will bring  tears to your eyes, and
much nachas to your heart. A full review will
be forthcoming later this spring.
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T he president of a normal, civilized country naturally is anx-
ious to distance himself from any suspicion of ever hav-
ing had a connection to a terrorist. That’s how President 

Barack Obama reacted when the Bill Ayers controversy erupted. 
But the recent decision by the Palestinian Authority’s president 
to give awards to three Arab terrorists reminded us that some 
governments are neither normal nor civilized.

Ayers, co-founder of the 1960s Weather Underground ter-
rorist group, was involved in planting bombs at New York City 
police headquarters, the United States Capitol building, and the 
Pentagon from 1970 to 1972. It was just by pure chance that 
nobody was injured in those attacks, which caused extensive 
damage.

During the 2008 presidential campaign, journalists revealed 
that Ayers had hosted, in his home, the first-ever fundraiser for 
Obama, then a candidate for the Illinois state senate.

Obama quickly distanced himself from Ayers, whom he de-
scribed as “just some guy in our neighborhood.” Ayers subse-
quently said that he never had any contact with Obama, either 
during the campaign or after his election as president.

Whatever the details of the Ayers-Obama connection, can-
didate Obama wanted to make it crystal clear that he had no 
admiration for Ayers’s views or deeds, and did not want to be 
associated with a terrorist in any way. In American society, ter-
rorism is regarded as evil and a connection with a terrorist spells 
the end of any politician’s career.

Not so in Palestinian society. There even the most heinous 
terrorists are considered heroes, and the president rushes to 
heap honors upon the killers and their families.

Palestinian Authority (PA) President Mahmoud Abbas cel-
ebrated “Palestinian Prisoners Day” on April 17 by bestowing 
medals upon three notorious terrorists — the first female and 
male Fatah terrorists jailed by Israel, and the first Fatah terrorist 
killed while trying to murder Israelis. Abbas is also chairman 

of Fatah, which is the largest faction of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization.

The first female Fatah terrorist captured by the Israelis was 
Fatima Bernawi. In October 1967, Bernawi placed a bomb in the 
Zion Cinema in Jerusalem. Note, by the way, that the attack did 
not take place in “occupied territory,” except in the sense that 
Fatah considers even pre-1967 Israel to be “occupied Palestine.”

By sheer chance, the bomb did not explode. Bernawi was 
captured and sentenced to life in prison for attempted mass mur-
der. Unfortunately, she was released after 10 years as a “gesture”
in honor of the visit to Israel of Egyptian president Anwar Sadat. 
That was a terrible mistake by the Israelis. It helped create an ex-
pectation about releasing terrorists when, in fact, Israel should
have always maintained that Arab leaders who are against ter-
rorism surely would not want terrorists to be set free.

Shortly after the establishment of the PA in 1994, Bernawi 
was rewarded with the position of chief of the women’s section
of the PA police. That, too, was an outrage. The PA should have
been told in no uncertain terms, by both Israel and the U.S., that
no terrorists should be rewarded with government jobs. Such 
rewards send a message that terrorists are heroes and should
be emulated — exactly the wrong message to send to young 
Palestinians.

The fact that the U.S. helped train the PA police makes the 
situation even more outrageous. American government person-
nel were training a convicted bomber. Imagine if Bill Ayers were 
to apply for a position in his local police department. Would 
anyone in his right mind say he should be hired?

Bernawi, like Ayers, never expressed any regret for her terror-
ism. To this day, she regards planting a bomb in a movie theater
as an act of heroism.

Fatah’s official web site, announcing Abbas’s decision to pres-
ent Bernawi with a medal, hailed her as “one of the first Pales-
tinian women to adopt armed self-sacrifice operations after the
start of the modern Palestinian revolution.” (Translation cour-
tesy of the Middle East Media and Research Institute.)

So there you have it. An American president who distances 
himself from a terrorist, and an American society that utterly re-
jects terrorism. A Palestinian president who embraces terrorists,
and a Palestinian society that treats mass murderers as heroes.

Two societies, two different sets of values, two different ways 
of life. Perhaps there is nothing Americans can do to change the
PA. But why must $500 million in U.S. aid continue to be sent to 
the PA each year? American taxpayers would not want to sub-
sidize Bill Ayers; so, why is their money being used to subsidize
Fatima Bernawi?

Stephen M. Flatow, an attorney in New Jersey, is the father of 
Alisa Flatow, who was murdered in a Palestinian terrorist attack 
in 1995.

President’s hero as terrorist: Tale of 2 societies
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